2025 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF QUARTERFINAL
AT THE ROSE BOWL GAME

PRESENTED BY PRUDENTIAL

#8 OHIO STATE 41
Buckeyes

#1 OREGON 2 1
Ducks

Offensive Player of the Game -- Jeremiah Smith, wide receiver, Ohio State

Defensive Player of the Game -- Cody Simon, linebacker, Ohio State

The Ohio State University (12-2) vs. University of Oregon (13-1)
January 1, 2025
Rose Bowl Stadium « Pasadena, California
Attendance: 90,732 « Start Time: 2:12 p.m. « Duration: 3:19
































































CFP Semifinal at the 111th ROSE BOWL GAME

Postgame Notes 1/2
#8 Ohio State Buckeyes 41, #1 Oregon Ducks 21

Rose Bowl Stadium, Pasadena, Calif. (Attendance—90,732)

Wednesday, January 1, 2025

MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS

FINAL SCORE........coeeietrereereeeeereeeerene 41 21
Time Spent in the Lead (Tied 1:00)....... 59:00 0:00
Total Plays-Yards ........ccccocevvevvecveenenuennnne 57-500 70-276
Plus Territory: Plays-Yards.................. 29-245 19-126
First Half .......ccooovveeieeiieieeieereee, 24-200 4-22
Second Half ..........ccooeveveeriiiirenns 5-45 15-104
Drives With Plays in Plus Territory .... 8 of 12 3of13
First Down Plays/Yards.........ccccceeerneee. 28/284 27/101
Average on First Down . 10.1 3.7
First Half..........c..cocn.... ...11.8 (16-214) 1.6 (13-23)
Second Half .......ccooovevevveeeeeeeeeeieeeane 5.8 (12-70) 5.6 (14-78)
Rushes/Average...........ccccceecervuecunuenne 19/8.4 11/1.8
Passes/Average (includes sacks)...... 9/13.9 16/5.1
Second Down Efficiency ........c.ccc.e....e. 7-18 3-21
2Nd & 4 Or l€SS..cuuviciieeeeieeeeieee, 2-2 1-2
First Half .......c.cooveieeiiieieeeieeeeee 5-11 0-11
Second Half .....ccovevveeueeviieierannns 2-7 3-10
Third Down Efficiency ........c.cccccoveveeeneee 4-11 8-19
RUShING .....ooviieiiiiirineeieceeeee 1-3 0-0
Passing .....cccoeevevieneeeeeseeeseeeeeene 3-8 8-19
Average Yards To Go (All).................. 7.4 8.7
Sacked.......covereereveeeeieeereeeeeeee s 0/0 4/23
3rd & S orless....ieeeceeieieieeieine 3-5 3-6
3rd & 6 0rmMore.....cccceeeveeeeeeerernnenns 1-6 5-13
Fourth Down Efficiency (Yards) ............ 0-0 (0) 1-3
Total Possessions/Average FP (not OT) 12/0S30 13/026
First Half ........ooovveieiiieieeeeeeeeeeene 7/0832 7/024
Second Half .... 5/027 6/027
Drives Started Inside/At Own 20........ 3 (3/0) 3(0/3)
Drives Started In Plus Territory .......... 1 (7 pts) 0 (0 pts)
Three Plays & Out ....ccoeeeveeveeveranneee 2 5
Opponent Turnovers (Pts)..........c.oce...... 0(0) 0(0)
Scores-Times Penetrated The 20 (pts).. 2-2 (10) 3-3(21)
Plays-Yards........cccceovenenenenenenenenene 2-8 5-21
Third Down Efficiency ..... 0-1 1-1
Fourth Down Efficiency ... 0-0 0-0
Yards by Quarter: 1st........ 233 37
20d ..o, 157 102

3rd ., 59 78

i1 o RO 51 59
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111th ROSE BOWL PLAYERS OF THE GAME

Offense: WR (#4), Jeremiah Smith, Fr.

7 receptions for 187 yards (26.7 avg.), 2 TD / 7 FD (all 10+ yards)
Defense: DT (#0), Cody Simon

7,4—11 TT (3-14 TFL, 2 &BS; 1 PBU; 4 3rd/4th Down Stops (1 4th)

RECORD UPDATES

® Ohio State improved to 12-2, while Oregon fell to 13-1. Oregon
now leads the all-time series with Oregon, 10-2. The No. 1 seed in
CFP games is now 12-7.

® Ohio State improved to 5-4 in CFP games (2-0 vs. Oregon), while
Oregon dropped to 1-2.

® In AP No. 1 vs. No. 6 games, No. 1 now leads by just 12-9.

® This was the 26th rematch of regular season opponents in a bowl
game, the 17th time the teams split the pair (seven teams swept,
two were rematches of tie games).

ONE-LINER QUICKIES

® First Quarter Dominance. In the 12-game series between the
schools, Ohio State has now outscored Oregon 94-13 in the first
quarter.

® Three & Outs (Or Worse): Ohio State came into the game forcing its
opponents into three-and-outs or worse 55 of 145 possessions (not
including kneel-downs); today the Buckeyes forced the Ducks into
those five times in 13 possessions (after Oregon had just 24 in 146
drives coming in).

® No Laundry. The first half saw no penalties called on either team.
The first penalty (face mask on Oregon) didn’t come until 42:14
into the game. The five combined penalties (Oregon 3, OSU 2)
were a bowl season low to date (three previous games had six).

® Turnover Free. It took until the 38th game of the bowl season to
have a turnover free game, which was the case this afternoon. In
fact, neither team even fumbled once.

® Averted. Oregon’s late first half score averted a tie for the second-
largest halftime deficit in RBG history; in the 2016 game, Stanford
led Towa, 35-0; in the 2002 game (also the BCS championship
game), Miami-Fla. led Nebraska, 34-0.

® Scoring. Dating back to the last three quarters of the 2014 RBG
when Michigan State scored in each period, the winning team has
scored at least 43 of 48 quarters (and all three overtimes).

Sack Attack. Ohio State’s eight quarterback sacks are the most by
any team this bowl season (38 games); Toledo, Michigan and
Louisville had the most previously with five.

® This was the fourth RBG decided by 20 points (the 26th by 20 or
more points). It was the largest margin of victory since the 2016
game when Stanford defeated Iowa, 45-26.

©® Possession Breakdowns. How this afternoon’s possessions
figured out for both teams:

OHIO STATE OREGON
Plays Yards Avg. Plays Yards Avg.
Touchdown Drives........c.cccueeuene 15 290 19.3 31 206 6.6
Field Goal Drives........ 18 106 5.9 0 0 00
Non-Scoring Drives 24 104 43 39 70 1.8
Total 57 500 8.8 70 276 3.9
© Big Play Breakdown. How they broke down this evening:
OHIO STATE OREGON
Plays Yards Avg. Plays Yards Avg.
Plays of 10+ Yards........cccceovurnee 16 413 25.8 12 219 18.3
Plays of 20+ Yards (included) 7 287 41.0 4 97 243
(Remaining Plays)........c.coeeeeunee 4 87 241 58 57 1.0

® Under Pressure What kind of pressure each defense was able
to put on the opposing quarterback:

HOWARD, O0SU GABRIEL, U0

Sacked/Yards.........ccoevrriererennns 0/0 8/56

Hurried Throws........ccccccceceevennene 8 9

Times Knocked Down................. 4 5

Passes Broken Up........ccccevuvunnene 1 9
CONTINUED
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#8 Ohio State Buckeyes 41, #1 Oregon Ducks 21

CONFERENCE BOWL STANDINGS

League (’24 bowl teams) w L Pct. Pts Opp vs.P4
Independents (2) 2 0 1.000 54 31 2-0
American Athletic (8) 6 1 .857 209 171 3-1
Mid-American (7) 4 2 .667 203 178 1-0
Big Ten (12) 8 5 .615 384 312 7-5
SEC (13) 7 5 .583 353 309 6-4
Sun Belt (7) 3 3 .500 139 180 0-1
Big 12 (9) 4 5 444 295 299 34
Conference USA (5) 1 3 .250 81 110 0-0
Mountain West (5) 1 4 200 114 156 1-1
Atlantic Coast (13) 2 9 181 298 367 1-6
Pac-12 (1) 0 1 .000 35 52 0-1
Totals (76) 38 38 500 2165 2165 @ ...

Rose & Bowl Season Attendance: Today’s attendance of 90,732
increases the all-time total for 111 Rose bowls to 9,755,045. For 38
games this bowl season, the overall attendance is 1,468,894
(38,655 avg.), with five bowls (once CFP quarterfinal) and three
other CFP games remaining.

Looking Ahead. No. 8-seed Ohio State will now go on to the Cotton
Bowl to face No. 5-seed Texas in the second CFP semifinal on
Friday, Jan. 10 (5:30 p.m. PST); Oregon will open the 2025 season
at home on Saturday, Aug. 30 against Montana State (Texas
advanced with a 39-31 win on double overtime over Arizona State in the
Peach Bowl.) And in some schedule irony, Texas will open the 2025
season at Oregon on Aug. 30. The Ohio State-Texas series:

Sept. 10, 2005 #2 Texas 25, #4 Ohio State 22 (Columbus)
Sept. 9, 2006 #1 Ohio State, #2 Texas 7 (Austin)
Jan. 5, 2009 #3 Texas 24, #10 Ohio State 21 (Fiesta Bowl)

ROSE BOWL GAME TOP FIVE INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES

Most Receiving Yards

347, Jaxson Smith-Njugba, Ohio State vs. Utah, 2022
216, Keyshawn Johnson, USC vs. Northwestern, 1996
205, Dwayne Jarrett, USC vs. Michigan, 2007

199, Andre Johnson, Miami vs. Nebraska, 2002

187, Jeremiah Smith, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025
187, Chris Godwin, Penn State vs. USC, 2017

Most Receiving Touchdowns
3, Braylon Edwards, Michigan vs. Texas, 2005
Deontay Burnett, USC vs. Penn State, 2017
DeVonta Smith, Alabama vs. Notre Dame, 2021
Jaxson Smith-Nigba, Ohio State vs. Utah, 2022
2 24 times. Last time: Treaeshon Holden, Oregon vs. Ohio State, 2025
and Jeremiah Smith, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025

Most Kick-Scoring Points

14, Matt Boermeester, USC vs. Penn State, 2017 (5 PAT, 3 FG)

13, Garrett Rivas, Michigan vs. Texas, 2005 (4 PAT, 3 FG)

12, Rodrigo Blankenship, Georgia vs. Oklahoma, 2018 (6 PAT, 2 FG)
Austin Seibert, Oklahoma vs. Georgia, 2018 (6 PAT, 2 FG)
Noah Ruggles, Ohio State vs. Utah, 2022 (6 PAT, 2 FG)

11 Jayden Fielding, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025 (5 PAT, 2 FG)
Adam Abrams, USC vs. Northwestern, 1996 (5 PAT, 2 FG)

Most Two-Point Conversions
116 times. Last time: Justius Lowe, Oregon vs. Ohio State, 2025

ROSE BOWL GAME TOP FIVE TEAM ENTRIES

Lowest Average Per Carry

-0.19, Stanford vs. Wisconsin, 2000 (27 att, -5 yds, 1 TD)

-0.80, Oregon vs. Ohio State, 2025 (28 att, -23 yds, 1 TD)

0.00, lllinois vs, UCLA, 1984 (21 att, 4 yds, 0 TD)

0.19, Washington State vs. Oklahoma State, 2003 (21 att, 4 yds, 0 TD)
0.44, Michigan vs. Texas, 2007 (27 att, 12 yds, 0 TD)

Fewest Rushing Yards
-23, Oregon vs. Ohio State, 2025
-5, Stanford vs. Wisconsin, 2000
0, lllinois vs. UCLA, 1984
4, Washington State vs. Oklahoma, 2003
6, USC vs. Alabama, 1946

Highest Average Per Play

10.19, Ohio State vs. Utah, 2022
9.70, Oregon vs. Wisconsin, 2012 (64 plays, 621 yards, 6 TD)
8.77, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025 (57 plays, 500 yards, 5 TD)
8.37, Georgia vs. Oklahoma, 2018 (63 plays, 527 yards, 7 TD)
7.95, Alabama vs. Notre Dame, 2021 (55 plays, 437 yards, 4 TD)

Most Points Scored in First Half
35, Stanford vs. lowa, 2016
Utah vs. Ohio State, 2002
34, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025
34, Miami vs. Nebraska, 2002
33, Washington vs. lowa, 1991

Most Points Scored in One Half
41, Oregon vs. Florida State, 2015 (2nd)
35, USC vs. Ohio State, 1973 (2nd)
Stanford vs. lowa, 2016 (1st)
Utah vs. Ohio State, 2022 (1st)
34, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025 (1st)
Miami vs. Nebraska, 2002 (1st)
lllinois vs. Stanford, 1952 (2nd)

Most Points Scored in First Quarter

21, Stanford vs. lowa, 2016

17, Washington vs. Wisconsin, 1960

14, Nine times. Last time: Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025

Quarterback Sacks

9, USC vs. Michigan, 2004 (69 yards lost)

8, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025 (56 yards lost)
7, Stanford vs. lowa, 2016 (51 yards lost)

Most Points, Two-Teams First Half

56, Oregon (28) vs. Wisconsin (28), 2012
Utah (35) vs. Ohio State (21), 2022

48, USC (27) vs. Penn State (21), 2017
Oklahoma (31) vs. Georgia (17), 2018

45, Wisconsin (24) vs. UCLA (21), 1999

42, Ohio State (34) vs. Oregon (8), 2025

Fewest Attempts Two-Teams, Rushing
50, USC vs. Michigan, 2007

57, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 1958

59, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025

61, USC vs. Michigan, 2004

64, Ohio State vs. Utah, 2022

Fewest Two-Team Fumbles

0, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025
Navy vs. Washington, 1924
Stanford vs. Wisconsin, 2013
Alabama vs. Notre Dame, 2021

Fewest Total Turnovers

0, Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025
Wisconsin vs. Stanford, 2000
TCU vs. Wisconsin, 2011

Fewest Two-Team Penalties
1, Alabama vs. Washington, 1926
2, Pittsburgh vs. Washington, 1937
4, USC vs. Washington, 1944
Purdue vs. USC, 1967
5, 14 times. Last time: Ohio State vs. Oregon, 2025
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#8 OHIO STATE 41, ##1 OREGON 21
CFP Quarterfinal at the Rose Bowl Game | Wednesday, January 1, 2025
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TEAM (13-1)

» 13-1 marks the best record by an Oregon team in program history.

» Moves to 17-21 all-time in bowl games, and 2-1 under head coach Dan Lanning.

» Oregon is now 3-1 this season and 10-6 all-time under Lanning against ranked opponents.

» The loss snaps a three-game winning streak in the Rose Bowl.

» Oregon is now 1-2 all-time in the College Football Playoff.

» First loss since Dec. 1, 2023, which snaps the nation’s longest winning streak (14) dating back to last season.

» First loss to Ohio State since the 2015 National Championship Game during the first year of the CFP, breaking a two-game win streak;
Ducks are 2-10 against the Buckeyes, and O-3 in the Rose Bowl.

» 19-13 all time in games with ESPN's “College GameDay" on site.

OFFENSE

» Scored on both red-zone posessions.

» Totaled 299 yards passing; the ninth game this season over 250 yards.
» 12th game this season with multiple touchdown passes.

» Fifth game this season with zero turnovers.

» Went 12-0f-15 passing for 172 yards on third downs.

DEFENSE
» Tallied three tackles for loss; entered the game ranked fourth in the Big Ten with 81 on the season.
» First game this season without a sack; led the Big Ten with 40.0 during the regular season.

#1 WR TRAESHON HOLDEN

» Caught a career-high seven passes for 116 yards and two touchdowns, totalling five touchdowns this season.

» Caught a 44-yard pass in the second quarter, his ninth 30-plus yard catch of the season and fourth of 40-plus.
» His second game with 100-plus receiving yards this season, and the second of his career.

#3 TE TERRANCE FERGUSON
» Caught five passes for 71 yards, including a 25-yard pass to start the second half.
» Ends his UO career with 1,537 career receiving yards, the second most in program history behind only Ed Dickson.

#5 DB KOBE SAVAGE
» Made his 36th career consecutive start, and 14th straight with the Ducks.

#6 RB NOAH WHITTINGTON
» Scored a touchdown to open the second half, his sixth rushing touchdown of the season and eighth of his career.
» Matched his career-high with six catches for 30 yards.

#7 bB JABBAR MUHAMMAD
» Made his 42nd career consecutive start, and 14th straight with the Ducks.
» Broke up one pass; entered the game tied for the Big Ten lead in pass break ups with 11.

#8 QB DILLON GABRIEL

» Completed 29-of-41 passes for 299 yards and two touchdowns.

» Made his 63rd career start, extending his FBS record for starts by a quarterback.

» NCAA all-time leader with 188 career total touchdowns.

» No. 2 all-time in career total yards (19,931) and passing yards (18,722).

» Tied Case Keenum for the most passing touchdowns in NCAA history (155) with his second touchdown of the afternoon.

» No. 7 in NCAA history in career completions (1,376).

» 326-0f-447 (72.9%) for 3,857 yards and 30 TDs in 14 games as a Duck; entered the game tied for No. 2 nationally in completion
percentage.

» 12th game this season with multiple touchdown passes.

#14 WR JUSTIUS LOWE

» Caught two passes for 27 yards.

» Caught a 21-yard pass in the third quarter, his second 20-plus yard catch of the season.

» Added a reception on the two-point conversion attempt after the Duck's first touchdown.
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#15 WR TEZ JOHNSON

» Tallied five catches for 32 yards.

» No. 2 all-time in single season receptions with 83 this season, trailing only his own record set a season ago (86) by three catches.

» Moved up to No. 5 in all-time career receptions with 169.

» Just the 12th UO player to eclipse 2,000 career receiving yards, standing at No. 11 for most receiving yards in Oregon history (2,080).

#20 RB JORDAN JAMES

» Rushed seven times for 14 yards.

» Finished the season at No. 11in Oregon single-season history with 1,267 rushing yards.
» No. 5 in Oregon history with 31 career rushing touchdowns.

#28 LB BRYCE BOETTCHER
» Made seven tackles; has led the Ducks in tackles seven times this season and eight times in his career.
» The Burlsworth Trophy winner finished the year with 94 tackles, the most among all Duck defenders.

#65 OL AJANI CORNELIUS
» Made his 50th consecutive start in his career, and 27th straight with the Ducks at right tackle.



Rose Bowl Game presented
by Prudential: Oregon vs

Ohio State

Wednesday, January 1, 2025
Pasadena, California, USA

Ohio State Buckeyes
Coach Ryan Day
Jeremiah Smith
Cody Simon

Postgame Press Conference

Ohio State - 41, Oregon - 21
THE MODERATOR: We're joined by Ohio State.

Q. Coach, how much of tonight is a reflection on what
you were hoping to get when you brought Chip Kelly
on?

RYAN DAY: Yeah, | thought Chip called a great game. |
thought the whole offensive staff worked hard to put the
plan together.

But ultimately it comes down to the players putting it on the
field. I've said that all along. | think sometimes in this
game coaches get too much attention. This is about these
guys right here. A lot of good plays out there, but they've
got to make it work. And | thought they really put it on the
field and we came out aggressive.

But | thought Chip called an aggressive game and certainly
had a big smile on his face after.

Q. You've been in a position last month that most
coaches, maybe the first ever, where a large portion of
the fan base has been displeased. And you guys had
to come into a postseason under some tough
circumstances. I'm wondering, what's it been like for
you through this journey and how cathartic was it
today to have the game you guys had?

RYAN DAY: Well, in this game, there are ups and downs
along the way, and when things are going good you've got
to hug the guys you love the most and when things aren't,
you've got to hug them even harder. And you just hang in
there and you keep swinging.

151711-1-1045 2025-01-02 02:28:00 GMT

| talked to these guys about it a couple of weeks ago.
That's life. And this team is resilient. And when you
surround yourself with great people, with great character,
you find yourself working through difficult times.

At the end of the day, we wanted to win a national
championship, and the way that we got here wasn't what
we expected. It wasn't what we planned for.

But nonetheless, we had an opportunity to come back and
play Oregon after we had already played them early in the
season, and that's the only thing that mattered. And the
guys have been doing a great job staying focused. The
staff have stuck together.

But the players have stuck together and they're fighting to
stay together because the winner gets to play together
another week. The loser doesn't. So those guys have
worked hard to stay together, and now we've got an
opportunity to go play Texas and a lot of football ahead of
us.

Q. Just looking at the enormous impact that Jeremiah
has had on this season, on your team, how would you

say he mirrors somebody like Marvin Harrison Jr., who
you have seen develop and be able to do great things?

RYAN DAY: | think we always want to draw comparisons
because that's what we do naturally. | think whether it's
players or coaches it's easy for everyone to say, well, he's
this person and -- not quite put him in a box but sort of
categorize them based on somebody who has come
before.

And Jeremiah is his own person. And | think the way that
he's come in from the get-go, he had a look in his eye he
wanted to make an impact as a freshman.

| think his teammates would tell you the same thing. And
he's earned the respect of the teammates, not because of
his ability. You guys see his ability, but to me it's the work
ethic every day. He comes in. He's serious. He doesn't
say a whole lot. But when he does, people listen.
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His maturity, physically, emotionally and mentally has
allowed him to play like this. And remember, he's a
freshman. So for him to be playing his best football late in
the season speaks to his maturity.

Q. When Marcus Freeman was here after they played
SC, | asked him, sometimes a defeat is the best thing
that happens to a team. | know that's hard to say when
you lose to your rival, but are there some aspects of
that loss that may have, in the end, where you're at
right now, may have been the best thing for your
team? | see you shaking your head no already.

RYAN DAY: It's hard for me to say something like that.
But | know that you're a sum of your experiences. And this
team has had great wins this season. It's had some tough
losses. And we have learned from those.

And you've got to grow and you've got to build and you've
got to make sure you're focusing on your strengths and
making sure that you understand what your weaknesses
are. And | think that's a big part of it.

But ultimately it comes down to our guys. | just keep going
back to that because these guys are resilient. We're at a
place where you can hear a lot of noise, but they didn't do
that.

And I'm very, very proud of our staff. I'm very, very proud
of our players. But we're far from done.

Q. | asked you this a couple weeks ago. You talked
about playing free, without fear of consequences.

Over these last two games, it would probably look like
that's what that looks like. What's been the shift in that
mindset? What have you done? What has the team
done to allow that to happen? Is it a focused effort on
that?

RYAN DAY: | don't know. You can talk to the players
about it. | think all year you make adjustments along the
way. But we've focused hard after the regular season on
our execution. And | know that sounds really simple, but
it's something we talked a lot about in our walk-throughs, in
our meetings.

It might be practices, it might be a walk-through in a hotel,
might be a meeting. It may be one little tip that could give
you that little bit to say, hey, this will help you execute on
this play and this situation.

And then you also have to be situationally aware, which |

think as the season's gone on we've done a better job of
that.
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And then the last piece is doing your job. Everybody has
to do their job. Like, you take, for instance, the route that
Jeremiah ran on the play where he stuck his foot in the
ground and went across the field. It was a perfectly run
route.

But the protection was there. The setup by Will of getting
the whole defense to run one way, looked like it was a
naked, and then we came back and threw the ball. There's
so much that goes into that one specific play. And | think
that we've really focused on that part of it.

And | think it's the same thing with the defense. | think that
they all understand how they fit in with each other. And
then it comes down to execution.

But then when you mix that with after the snap has been
shapped, the physicality and how hard we're playing right
now, | think those two things are the reason why you're
seeing us play that type of football.

Q. There's been a lot of talk in your time at Ohio State
about this program's record in big games and the way
the last couple of years ended. Obviously this
program has bigger goals, but to win the last couple of
games in the way you did, do you take any personal
pride in that as a coach in the journey?

RYAN DAY: Every game is big at Ohio State. And we
know that when we came and when we decided to come to
Ohio State. And certainly this game is huge for a lot of
reasons.

But | think the most important for our team is that we had a
chance to play together for another week. To me that's the
most important thing.

Every game here is important. So when you lose, you've
got to figure out how to move forward.

But when you recruit great people, with high character who
care about each other, when you go through difficult times,
you stick together. You don't splinter.

And, again, that's why whenever we're in these situations |
just fall back on these guys right here. | wish you guys
were asking these guys questions because they're the
ones on the field. These guys are the ones playing, not
me.

I'm just there to direct them and make sure we're all going
in the right direction. These are the guys who are the
warriors who are doing it on the field. And | just can't say
enough about these guys.
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Q. Jeremiah and Cody, what did you see today that
was different from the first game? And what are some
of the things you practiced that you thought were
going to be there?

CODY SIMON: From the first game, | think our defense --
that was obviously one of our let-down games for our
defense. One of the biggest thing we changed was our
attitude and mentality. There were plays in the game we
weren't aligned or ready to go. With an offense like that for
Oregon, they thrive on that stuff.

For us, it was just that mentality we had to change. We
went through a lot of tough conversations after that game
and a lot of changes we had to make, but I think we're
better for it now.

We made those changes. And like Coach Day said, it's all
about execution. No matter what, no matter who is across
the ball, you have to do your job. If you do your job, you're
going to like the results.

JEREMIAH SMITH: Offensively, just after that game, we
had a bad taste in our mouth. We just had to come in the
next day and just see what was the issue, fix the issues
and get on the field and work it.

But, you know, offensively we knew we had to get the ball
to the perimeter, take shots and just win one-on-one
match-ups. And that's what we did today.

Q. Jeremiah, your offense is so good when you guys
get vertical. How does Will kind of help you guys
along? And why do you feel like he has to prove
himself week after week?

JEREMIAH SMITH: Will does a great job in practice just
trusting us, just throwing the ball out there. We tell him,
just throw it out there. We'll make a play for you. It don't
matter if it's a bad ball or not, we'll make our quarterback
look good.

But Will playing with that confidence that he has, just being
a leader out there, | feed off his energy. He's just great
guy. | love Will to death. And | would do anything for him.

Q. Cody, Coach talked about execution, execution.
But this is an emotional game. Football is emotional.
How have you as a captain worked with your team to
just, let's balance the emotions with the execution and
do this the way he wants us to do it?

CODY SIMON: That's probably the biggest part about

football: It's a game about getting your body, mind and
spirit right.
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| think Coach Day does a great job, he wants us to, like,
understand the moment, how the steps of each game
goes, and we don't play that game a week ago, but we
have to get our mind ready to be in that sense.

So obviously it was a lot of emotion, a lot of people talk
about redemption. But, for us, it's really just about doing
your job because our coaches put us in the right position,
so we've just got to go and make the play. They've done it
so well this season. We trust them 100 percent.

Q. With the college football landscape changing every
single day, it seems like, what does it mean to you
guys to win the Rose Bowl knowing that there's more
football left to be played?

RYAN DAY: | think for us, we literally are taking it one
week at a time, but we are -- | keep saying it, we're fighting
to keep this team together because we have a great group
of guys together.

| think that we believe that when we're executing at a high
level, that we can play with anybody in the country. And so
we have a lot of respect for Oregon. We have a lot of
respect for Coach Lanning and his staff and his players. |
think they're a very, very good team and well coached. We
knew we had to be at our best today.

It will be the same thing next week. When you're playing in
the playoffs, you're playing against very, very good teams.
We hold ourselves to a high standard. So now we're going
to have to get back. We're getting back. We're not staying
the night. We're getting back on the plane, heading back
to Columbus. We'll get some rest and then we'll focus on
Texas.

Q. You always talked in these big games about your
best players need to step up. These last few weeks,

even going back to the Michigan game, the way Jack
Sawyer has played, what have you thought about the
way he stepped up and made an impact?

RYAN DAY: | can't say enough about Jack as a leader, as
a person. He really stands for what it means to be a
Buckeye, and to see him playing at a high level, he's the
heart and soul of the front.

And Cody will tell you just what he brings every day. He
brings a hard hat and a lunch pail and goes to work, and
it's showing late in the season. He's playing a lot of great
football. He's a big reason we won today.
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Coach Dan Lanning
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Jeffrey Bassa
Postgame Press Conference

Ohio State - 41, Oregon - 21
THE MODERATOR: We're joined by Oregon.

DAN LANNING: Before we get into the game, first off, just
want to recognize the people in New Orleans, how we're
thinking of them, praying for them. There's no place for
that in the world for that. And the loss of life is always
something that you don't want to take for granted. And so
I'm hoping for some solutions there.

But getting to the game, they clicked tonight and we didn't.
And | didn't get our team prepared. And that's a great
team. When you play a great team like Ohio State, you
can't not be clicking on all cylinders. And they were. They
were clicking on all cylinders.

We really didn't have the ability to stop them, and we didn't
have the ability to get something going for us on offense.
And we haven't faced a lot of moments like this all year.
It's an unbelievable team. Coach Day and his staff have
done an unbelievable job there.

| don't want to discredit what our players have been able to
accomplish this year. We had a great team. We just ran
into a great team tonight and we didn't play our best.
Credit to those guys.

I'll say this about our team: There wasn't a second we
stepped on the field where | felt our guys were
disheartened, where they didn't want to give the effort to go
out there and play.

| just don't think we had a good enough plan as coaches
tonight, and we have to find ways to prepare ourselves for
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these moments better as a coaching staff.

But | love that team. | love that team in there. | love what
those guys were able to accomplish, and it was tough
when you play great teams at the end of the season
somebody's not going to come out on top. Those guys
came out on top tonight. Obviously that's a team | think
that has the ability to go win it all.

So proud of our guys. Certainly proud of this season and
disappointed tonight. If you're a competitor, there's no way
you're not going to be disappointed in the result tonight.

Q. Your thoughts on just how the long layoff between
games, between now and the Big Ten championship
game, impacted the guys in terms of how the game
started?

DAN LANNING: | think that's an excuse. | thought our
guys prepared well going in. Obviously they had a better
plan than us. But that's an excuse.

That's an opportunity that we had to recharge. | thought
our guys did practice well. I'd tell you if that wasn't the
case. | thought they had a great focus. 1 just don't think
our plan was good enough. | think they had a great plan to
attack us. So credit to those guys.

Q. You've obviously talked about the growth mindset
a lot, talked about this game and maybe some of the
things that didn't go right. What do you learn from this
and maybe things that you need to adjust going
forward?

DAN LANNING: We've got to be able to adjust a little bit
faster. There were some things we were able to get going
at points throughout the game. We didn't adjust fast
enough.

And it's tough when you play a team that doesn't have a lot
of weaknesses. They've got strengths. Their wideouts
were creating a lot of success down the field. And then
their ability to run the ball makes them a dangerous team.
They didn't make mistakes on special teams. You need
some of those things to bounce your way.
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And offensively we struggled to get a first down early on
and | thought Dillon did an unbelievable job there at the
end of the half creating a spark for our team, but a lot of
those weren't natural plays. It wasn't like the first read was
there. It was this guy busting his tail, and guys like
Traeshon and the O line fighting like crazy to extend plays
and create those moments. We just didn't have enough of
those moments tonight.

Q. Dillon, what were you hoping to do game plan-wise
that they took away from you guys?

DILLON GABRIEL: You plan to create explosives, be
really good on situational football and move the chains that
way. We just didn't do that on third down. They had a
great plan, like Coach said. But if you don't go get the third
you can't move forward.

Q. Coach, how was Ohio State able to execute
differently offensively tonight versus when you played
them the first time?

DAN LANNING: | think they were able to find some shot
opportunities. Caught us in a couple of coverages that
gave them the chance to have success. And you could
decide, okay, we're going to try to pressure, and that's still
going to leave some one-on-ones. But they got us in some
situational checks, some stuff that was successful.

And they have great players. They have some guys out
there that made plays. And you have to give those guys
credit.

Q. A lot of teams fall down 34-0 they roll over. You

guys didn't. You kept fighting. You scored the next
two possessions. What's that say about your team

and the mentality that they have?

DAN LANNING: Just that. If you give them a great plan,
they're going to have the chance to go out and execute at a
high level. They've got a lot of fight. Like | said, | thought
our guys fought all night.

There's probably even more opportunities where | could
have given them a chance to fight, and | didn't do a great
job of that. But those guys went out and battled every
second tonight.

Q. What makes Jeremiah Smith so tough to stop?
What didn't work in the game plan against him?

DAN LANNING: He's strong, attacks the ball in the air as

well as any receiver I've seen. The guy is NFL-ready. He's
that talented and that special. And Will Howard did a great
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job getting him the ball. And he's tough and he's physical.
He's got all the tools. A really talented player.

Q. How do you use this game as fuel for motivation
but at the same time know this team went 13-0 prior to
tonight?

DAN LANNING: Probably not there yet. There's
disappointment. But | talked to the team about life in that
locker room and how grateful | am for the opportunity to
coach this team. | love these guys. And they put it all out
on the field for us -- blood, sweat and tears.

Adversity happens in life. And we're going to get an
opportunity in life to continue to attack and move forward.
And | know there's a lot of winners in that room, and there's
guys that are going to have a chance to go on in life and be
great fathers and husbands. | hope they saw those
examples on our team. They're going to be great business
leaders and NFL players. And they gave their heart and
soul to us.

To me it's not about getting knocked down. It's about
getting back up and what you do next.

Q. Evan was such a weapon for you guys in the first
match-up against Ohio State. Sounded like something
happened pregame. Could you elaborate a little bit on
what happened with him and what did you miss most
about not having him?

DAN LANNING: He's a dynamic player. He's been great
for us all year. Kind of got tweaked in pregame, and had
been able to practice but was somewhat limited. We
thought he was going to be a potential go. Leaned on the
side of protecting the player.

I think in that situation, you asked Evan, he wanted to be
out on the field. But you don't want to put him in a situation
that's not safe for him.

He's certainly been a dynamic piece for us all year, and
would have loved to have him out there for us. But grateful
for what he's been able to do for us this season.

Q. Why do you think Ohio State struggled the way
they did against Michigan? And do you see any
significant adjustments they've made since then to get
things turned around the way they have?

DAN LANNING: Sometimes it's not your day. | think that
was us today. It wasn't our day today. It wasn't their day

against Michigan.

But what's unique about college football right now in this
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dynamic is that you've got to be playing your best ball at
the end. | think anybody watching Ohio State recognizes
they're playing really good football.

Q. Jeffrey, what were you seeing out of the Ohio State
offense that was really just causing you guys some
issues in the first half?

JEFFREY BASSA: Overall, | think that they did a good job
taking shots early on. Like Coach said previously, they
caught us in some coverages where receivers were able to
get open downfield.

As well as their offensive line, | think their offensive line,
with the injuries that they had in their room and a lot of
moving parts and pieces, | think they did a good job just up
front as well.

And, of course, the quarterback, | think he did a good job
just getting the ball to the receivers, commanding his
offense.

They were just firing on all cylinders, and credit to them.

Q. Obviously you won a Big Ten title and you had to
face Ohio State in the first round. There's been a lot of
talk about CFP format and that potentially changing
going forward. What did you think about the thought
of the path your team had compared to other teams?

DAN LANNING: We had an opportunity. We didn't take

advantage of the opportunity. I'm not going to make
excuses for our opportunity.

And ultimately you have to be great teams to beat teams at
the end of the year we didn't do that. This is the road we
had to travel. And they did it better than us tonight.

No complaints for us for having that opportunity. They just
took advantage of it and we didn't.

FastScripts by ASAP Sports
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QUICK QUOTES - HALFTIME

Ohio State Head Coach Ryan Day

On defensive successes:

“We have got to do a good job on third down. We gave up the explosive play; we just
didn’t hold up there at the end. They get the ball to start the second half, so we need to
come out and do a good job in the first four or five minutes. We need to get a stop
coming out of the half and turn around and get a score. Overall, we’re winning the line
of scrimmage.”

Oregon Head Coach Dan Lanning

On the second half:

“We got a lot to continue to work on but it was great to go and get a score there at the
end of the half and build a little bit of momentum as we carry this into halftime.”
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